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In order to have a grasp of the Islamic educational system it is imperative to
understand and even imitate in attitude the Madinan society of the Prophet's era.
To replicate the Islamic fervor of Madinah in social milieu we must see and
declare our educational institutions a continuation of Al-Suffah and Dar al-
Arqam. In doing so we will have our compass set right. The graduates of those
institutions will be our role models. Their approach towards life and conduct in
public and solitude, in mutual transactions, trade and commerce, politics and
battle fields will be our curriculum. Such will be our educational system.

The sketch of Islamic education system that we often have in our minds is quite
vague. This vagueness is due to a number of factors. Most important among them
is the absence of the practical manifestation of that system. Another factor is the
patch work. A number of our institutions mention Islamic education among their
objectives and even call their efforts a hall mark of that system, yet they are not
even aware of its fundamental reality let alone its practical philosophy and
constituents. On the other hand, the academicians who fully know and understand
these concepts and also have the good intention to practice them face the
challenges of the West-inspired Market Driven Economic Philosophy. This is the
poison that kills the potential of the best of men. We usually come across such
comments:

e Our educational scheme should follow the demands of the society and
world at large.

o Ourinstitutional culture should represent the concepts in vogue in society.

o Wemust follow the likes and dislikes of the children and their parents.

This line of thought needs to be corrected. It is generally held that life cannot
move on if we opt for ways different than those of the society at large and that
education system is no exception to this. We, however, believe that people with
such ideas lack conviction and self-confidence.

This thought pattern spins around the ideas of customer, consumer and market.
The catch-call lines are 'Customer comes first' and 'Customer is always right.'
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Though these lines by themselves have a major conceptive flaw; it gives a very
narrow view of customer's good”. Let us first emphasize the idea of having
goodwill and care for the customer. If he is ruining his life and afterlife then his
true interest and care must also be considered while saying, 'customer comes
first.'

We must remember that an educational institution is a place of two-way trade of
influences. An educational institution like other institutions of a society is
naturally influenced by the general trends of society. However, unlike other
places of social interaction, an educational institution itself influences and
transmits new currents to the society which in turn shape up the broader social
attitudes. The magnitude of this responsibility is increased manifold in the times
of general decadence. An educational institution must not give in to “in-vogue
ideas”; it should rise up to the occasion and try to do at least the damage control.
People with competence and character must accept such a challenge. Naturally,
the true heirs to the tradition of Al-Suffah and Dar al-Arqam can only be the
agents of change; they cannot run blindly the course and trends set by the society.

Let's seek further light from education system in the city of Madinah during
Prophet's era. We learn that Islamic education system:

o Isaboutcreation of a total environment imbued with the spirit of learning.
o Isanintegral part of the Islamic philosophy of life.
o Aims attraining the vicegerents of Allah on Earth.

e Has a comprehensive curriculum following a holistic approach where
physical, spiritual and material aspects of life and the success of this life
and the life hereafter are taken care of.

e Produced men and women of character and competence who were so
strong in faith, meticulous in action and visionary in understanding that
they shined as beacons of light for centuries.

In the light of these points the Madinian philosophy of life is what guides us in
selection of teachers and courses, preparation of curriculum and syllabi,
assessment and evaluation mechanism and other activities related to education.
In order to properly understand this philosophy of life we need to understand our
concepts about man and universe. The whole process of education finds the right
direction only when man understands the purpose of his life and his relation with
the universe and the Almighty Allah along with the reason he has been granted the
free will and ability to conquer and exploit the universe with a sense of
responsibility.
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Allah Almighty says:

P
Pr

i geaf #0626 ko5l 2 el di ghidl
P AR ”fs )’/5” ’5 ’/5 ‘. ’//505 }/;”’)45’
83554532) 5 8055455 4 A\ 3 paald 8505545 365
5; " p) e ’/ﬁ S 5/’ aere /:,/ ’ﬁ
8513La a8 s 45 1613.33) sE013 Jal AT 545 A LIS 5223 i

OIS 2G| Bsaz bl caiyaidie)s
“It is Allah who created the heavens and the earth and sent down
rain from the sky and produced thereby some fruits as provision for
you and subjected for you the ships to sail through the sea by His
command and subjected for you the rivers. And He subjected for
you the sun and the moon, continuous [in orbit], and subjected for
you the night and the day. And He gave you from all you asked of
Him. And if you should count the favor of Allah, you could not
enumerate them. Indeed, mankind is [generally] most unjust and
ungrateful. (1)

The whole universe is for man to explore and exploit but man for himself is
supposed to obey Allah. The Messenger of Allah is reported to have said:
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“You are created for Hereafter and the world is created for
you.”(2)

Dr. Muhammad Igbal has expressed the same thing in his line:
LLueufil e st
“You are not for the world; instead the world is for you™

The due understanding of the relation between the Creator and the creation and
realizing the status of the universe are important issues that set the tone of life. It is
worthy to note that education system is established and strengthened for the same

purpose.

A structured programme in an educational institution based on these essentials is
what defines an Islamic educational system. It imbues the practical lives of
people with the Hue of Allah (sibghat Allah) which can then be termed as the
character of an Islamic society. The premises of a school or university should be
the prototype of such an Islamic society. The Qur'an based educational system
alone guarantees true development. If we stick to the Qur'an and the commands of
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the Prophet (pbuh) it will lead us to success.
The Messenger of Allah said:
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“By this Book, Allah would exalt some peoples and degrade
others.”(3)

As believers we have no other way to success. Ours is a scheme specific and
unique.
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An Islamic system of education is not all about having an Islamic studies course.
Ifthe system at large is not oriented with the Islamic colour, and merely includes a
few chapters of the Qur'an or hadith reports, it does no good. Shedding away this
mindset of patchwork is imperative to design a comprehensive curriculum from
an Islamic perspective. Islamic educational system denotes the entire civilization
and the curriculum should thus be designed to reincarnate that same ideal
civilization. Ideology shall reign supreme in relation to all arts and sciences and
they shall be taught from the Islamic viewpoint.

In such a frame of reference all the natural and social sciences and arts will bolster
together and strengthen a specific philosophy of life wherein a student of even the
natural sciences will find himself drawn closer to Allah, and will act in
conformity with His commands.

Dr. Muhammad Igbal said, “Scientific knowledge instilled with the spirit of
tawhid is a kind of mysticism that can salvage the new generation.”

Another dimension from the viewpoint of Islamic system of education

* Not concerned with worldly ~ * Sincerity in work

grandeur * Honest and upright
* Not running after material * Anxious to teach etiquettes
riches * Role model in character
* An epitome of humility e Desirous to learn and
Student Thirs'ty for love of k.nov&'fledge exPlore .
o Seeking excellence in piety ~ * Will to build strong
and righteousness moral character
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* Pleasure of Allah ¢ Revival of higher values of
Intent * Purity of intention and fear life
of Allah e Building a healthy society
e To learn and teach ¢ A life with higher goals
* Love of Allah * Belief with action
.  Purity of thought and action ¢ Knowledge and action
Environment ,
* Remembrance of Allah swt e Sacrifice & care
¢ Intellectual focus * Love and fraternity
* Overall development * Human welfare
AT(Hi] 5] ® Spiritual refinement ¢ Continuous progress and
development

e Global peace

In the pre-modern traditional Islamic society education was a social phenomenon
with a strong inter-personal relation between student and teacher. The madrasah/
school was only a physical setting, not a system governing the nature of teacher's
interaction with his students. In the modern educational system teacher has
become a “knowledge-worker” who passes on information and seeks his
remuneration for it. With the role of teacher the sense of duty attached, if at all, is
only in terms of completing the tuition hours and making his pupils aware of some
facts and skills. This is the job of a teacher. In the world driven by forces of
“market-economy” education is just another industry-a business. The governing
bodies of educational institutions decide what to teach, and this is based on the
demand, and demand of a subject or courses is in turn determined by their
marketability. This is the alpha and omega of education in our day. There is no
room for a murabbi-a mentor in the true sense of the word. The concept of
murabbi entails a moral notion in the idea of education and personal and social
touch to the student-teacher relation. Modern institutions with set rules do not
allow anything that can undermine the commodification of knowledge or give
way to personalized student-teacher relation. This explains the 'organization',
institutionalization, and reductionism of knowledge and education as we see
today.

The problem of organization and, institution in the modern educational system as
against the system that involves the notion of murabbi is not in the sense of
academic calendars, or daily schedules. In fact, even the greatest murabbi- the
Messenger of Allah -used to allocate and distribute time for different people and
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activities, the problem in reality is about practically forcing both teachers and
students from different social backgrounds and intellectual abilities onto a set
path with no consideration for choices otherwise. And the set path itself serves the
broader ends of a materialistic global setting.

In short it must be realized that:

1.
2.

10.

Education system and society are strongly interlinked and integrated.

Education system is not an isolated concept to be viewed separately from
the society and imposed upon it from outside.

When we have a specific conception of a system of education then the
society itaims to create shall be seen as its end goal.

We must declare and visualize our educational institutes as heirs of the
legacy of Dar al-Arqam and Al-Suffah. Once this connection is
established, it shall serve as a kind of policy guideline for all the
subsequent decisions and will help do away with all the confusion and
make it easy to determine as to what ought to be done.

In this age of Islamic revival it is an important obligation to show the
world a practical manifestation of the Islamic system of education. We
must have confidence about this scheme and should not give in to doubts
and skepticism.

The primary concern of the institutions should be the students. Their good
(falah) in the hereafter along with progress and achievements in this world
should be the matter of concern.

Responsibility of an educational institution is increased manifolds in the
times of decadence. It should point out the wrongs in social attitudes and
behaviours. It should not be all about damage control rather it should play
aproactiverole in setting the direction right.

The entire educational system shall fall under the system of divine
guidance.

The essentials of the educational system should be understood in the light
of rightful understanding of the relation between Allah, man and the
universe. This understanding also owes itself to the divine guidance.

Producing individuals with balanced personalities shaped up under the
system of divine revelation to rescue humanity in this world and
Hereafter. This precisely is the purpose of education.
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Rabi bin 'Amir said in the court of the Persian commander Rustam:
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“Allah has sent us and has brought us here that we may extricate those who so
desire from servitude to the people [here on earth] and make them servants of
Allah; that we may transform their poverty in this world into affluence; and
that we may free them from the inequity of the religions and bestow upon
them the justice of Islam.” (Tarikh al-Tabart).

ISLAMIC SYSTEM OF EDUCATION

Body Soul

Spirituality

Hereafter consciousness
Rightful conduct

Material needs
Worldly relations
Knowledge/ awareness
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