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Abstract

Golden Era of Spain was noticeable in the history due to its educational

development, flourished in economics, advance social societies, and the impacts
of these educational developments in Spain were marvelous, they developed the
country in all field of life. Caliphs supported the educational activities during
Golden Era of Spain; they reward scholars in return of their efforts. In Golden
Era of Spain beautiful buildings has been built, beautiful gardens, hospitals,
bridges, clean roads, development in sciences made people's life easy, they
access good health, education and all basic necessities of life at their door step.
The study raised specific question: Did Muslim Caliphs supported the education
during Golden Era of Spain? This question was evaluated with the help of
credible and authentic books. Through investigation it was found that Islamic
philosophy of education was motivated Muslims during their Era in Spain,
because in Islam there has an emphasis on value of knowledge. Allah has clearly
tells the mankind that acquire knowledge with your heart and soul because it
leads you towards the right path and restrict form wrong path and gives success.
That's why Muslim Caliphs always supported the educational activities during
Golden Era of Spain and through their encouraging attitude for the education,
Spain had seen a marvellous Golden Era in history.
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Introduction:

Education, whether conducted in a formal or no formal way, always involves the
process of teaching, delivering, or transmitting knowledge to the learner. Islamic

philosophy of education tells mankind that it is a religion where education gets
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higher level in their belief. In Holy Quran there have a number of places where

Allah has clearly impressed upon man that observe and study the nature of the
universe. As observation and study are the bases of science and knowledge. In
Islam there is an emphasis on value of knowledge. Allah clearly impress upon
men that acquire knowledge till death bed. In Quran there has number of verses
that clearly shows the importance of education.

In Islam knowledge acts as a bridge for one to attain happiness in this world and
the hereafter, and to become close to ALLAH. Knowledge related to both the
spiritual and physical aspects of the human is important to acquire, and it should
enlighten the heart towards good character between the human and His creation
in this world. Humans should act as the instrument of the Divine and surrender to
God's will. Thus, knowledge in Islam does not neglect the importance of social
community and responsibility to the state. Knowledge is also able to increase the
sincerity of worshipping Allah the Almighty, which results in a person becoming
more pious towards Him. Looking at the importance of knowledge in Islam,
Muslim scholars and educationists have set out the aims of the Islamic
philosophy of education.

According to the knowledge and education by Muslims in Spain, there
efforts were tremendously appreciable. Basically Spain has a very old history; it
began in the dim ages of the primitive times. The first people who settled in
ancient Spain were the Iberians, who came into Spain form North Africa more
than two thousand years before Christ (Abdulhai Qureshi 2012 p.9). Islamic
culture in Spain began to flourish in earnest during the reign of 'Abd al-Rahman
IT of Cordoba. Every Muslim Caliph who came into power always supported the
education system and the scholars who participated in the development of
education. Without their support Spain could not get the taste of success and
prosperity which led them towards the Golden Era of Spain and Golden Era
influenced to all over the world especially by Europe who was in dark ages at that

time.
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Research Question

The present study was designed to evaluate the support of Muslim Caliphs towards
education in Golden Era of Muslim Spain by raising the following question:

o Did Muslim Caliphs support the education during Golden Era of Spain?

Methodology

In present study, effort is being made to point out that because of Islamic
philosophy of acquiring knowledge; Muslims Caliphs supported education in
Golden Era of Spain. This research is basically a content analysis, for this
purpose verses have been given from Quran. Related literature was also helpful
for this study.

Content Analysis

For finding answers of these questions some verses from Quran can be extracted
and content analysis was done through reliable books and published material.

In Quran Allah says;

Sooratul Alaq verses 1-5:

'"Proclaim (Read)! (Iqra’) in the name of God thy Lord and Cherisher, who created
man, out of a clot. Proclaim! And Lovd is most Bountiful, He who taught ("Allama)
the use of the Pen (Qalam), and taught ('Allama) man what he did not know".

The word 'Iqra' was first reveled by Allah to his last messenger in the cave of
Hira, where Hazrat Jibraiel came to him and said Igra (read), and Muhammad
(pbuh) replied I can't read, but angel repeat this for three times . After that
Muhammad repeat what Jibraiel recite. In this conversation it concludes that this
was a process of teaching, where Muhammad was a learner and Jibraiel was a
teacher. Therefore it is really important to deliver message of Allah to all human
beings. For Muslims accept that Allah is only one, and worship him with proper
understanding. Secondly what He makes for man in this universe that should be
researchable and what He created for all human, so as to protect the faith and
strengthen his religion in the light of the Holy Quran.

(King Abdul Aziz University, 1977).
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Atanother place where Allah says;

In suratul zumur verse no: 9

“Can the learned and the illiterate be of the same status? Are those, who know,
equal with those who not know?!”

To clarify the noticeable behavior of Holy Prophet (P.B.U.H) towards education
M. Hamiuddin said;

“The Prophet entrusted young men with responsibilities, according to
their capacities and allowed them the opportunities of specializing in one branch
of learning or other”. (History of Muslim education Vol. 1, p: 22).

It is fact that most of the verses which relate to acquiring knowledge were
revealed in Makkah, and Prophet appointed Sahaba for writing the revelations.
In short Quarn is never tired of advising man to use his brain and exercise the
faculty of their mind. Reading, reflecting, reciting, researching, and studying are
the important elements in education. According to this Muslims were seeking for
knowledge and travelled to acquire knowledge and learned new things in every
field of life (Burney, 1969). That's how the importance of education led Muslims
to explore the world and experiment new things. For that, Caliphs were
supported Muslim Scholars with their heart and soul, they spent a lot of money
on translations of Greek, Chinses and all work that has been done previously in
any field of education.

Like from the teachings of Islam Muslim Caliphs support the education
activities. Abdul-Rahman III was a great patroniser for all education activities;
he felt pleasure in spending one third of the state income on education alone
(S.S.Ahmed, p143).The Moorish Spain, 1972). He encouraged research work
and translation activities in his Era, a large number of libraries have been built
during his period. Special training was imparted for maintaining these libraries.
Abdul-Rahman I, led the foundation of these educational activities and Abdul-
Rahman III just followed the tradition of his grandfather.

Abdul Rahman III had interest in education, agriculture, building and he

was the appreciator of the scholars. He played important role in the field of
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invention and technologies. To sum up, the rule of Abdul Rahman al- Nasir, may

be regarded as the most brilliant, in every field, in the history of al- Andalus. It is
no exaggeration to say that he was one of the greatest statesmen to the rule Spain
inany era.

Al-Hakam II, was also a great patron for education, he left no village or
city without a school. Every town had an elementary schools and accessible for
every people, in his period many students came from far and wide around the
world and get admission in Spain's educational institutions ( Hitti, p530, History
of Arabs). He brought the University of Cordova, founded by his father in Grand
Mosque to a place of such an eminence which rivalled the “Baitul Hikma” (The
house of Wisdom) of Al-Mamoon. Al-Hakam was a scholar and a patron of
learning. He appointed his brother Mundhir as general supervisor of institutions
of learning. Under him the University of Cordova flourished. It was rivalled
latter only by al-Azhar of Cairo, and the Nizamiya of Baghdad. It attracted
students, Christians, Jews, and Muslims alike, not only from Spain but also from
other parts of Europe, Africa, and Asia. (Hitti, P. K, 1951, P 530) History of the
Arabs, London.

The reign of Hakam II was the golden age of Spain in learning and
scholarship, and Cordova was center of this activity. During the time Hakam II
the general level of culture in al-Andalus was so high that nearly every one could
read and write. Nicholson quoting Qazwini says that if someone asked even a
laborer behind the plough for some verses, he would “improvise verses on any
subject you might demand” (C. F. Grunebaum, 1889, p, 57) medieval Islam,
Christianity and islam in spain.

Hakam II reduced the military and extraordinary taxes throughout his
Empire by one- sixth. H utilized to the utmost the natural resources of the
country. Agriculture was further advanced, industries were also developed
further. Inshortthereign of Hakam II represented the golden age of the Muslims
in Spain.

The Caliph had raised the level of education to such a pitch that

“everyone could read and write whilst in Christian Europe only a few ever
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acquired learning that also mostly from among the Clergy” (S.S.Ahmed, p159).

Hajib-al-Mansoor was also a great supporter of education throughout his
period. He encourages education and made Muslim culture in Spain through
Zaryab. In his period Spain got prosperity and educational progress in highest
level (Splendour of Moorish, p163). He welcomed scholars of various subjects
and patronized them with bounties. It is said that forty one poets and historians
accompanied him in his Catalonian campaign. In his period he managed the
education and his brave army in such a manner that no one could dare to rebel
against Spain (Spanish Islam, Dozy, p526).

Al-Mansoor was a highly ambitious, diplomat, statesman, and warrior of
Europe in 10th century. It was he who saved the country from its fall during the
decaying period of al- Hisham II, the minor caliph. He crippled the Christians of
Leon, Navarre, and Barcelona to such a degree that his name was enough to
terrorize them. He did not believe in treaties and preferred to negotiate the terms
in the battle fields. As a disciplinarian, he maintained strict discipline in all civil
and military departments.

His policy of appeasement towards the orthodox Ulema by putting to fire
collections on philosophy and other subjects in the library of al-Hakam II cannot
be overlooked. His copying of Holy Quran may not be attributed to his religious
fervency like King Nasir Uddin, and Emperor Aurangzeb, but simply to
obliterate the hatred of Ulema for him. (Professor. S. S. Ahmed 1972, p 169). He
was liberal in view, allowed intermarriages between Muslims and Christians,
setting an example himself by marrying a daughter of a King of Navarre, Sancho
III, and declared Sunday as the day of rest as majority of his soldiers was from

Christians.

Conclusion:

Golden Era of Spain was tremendously progressive and
fruitful for the people of Spain and for the rest of the world. Muslim
Caliphs understands the ide3ology of Islam and they acquire
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knowledge and support the education for the sake of Islam. Every
Caliph supports the education and scholars who participated in the
development of education. They worked tirelessly towards
education; they gave reward to the scholars for their efforts in the
development of education. They invite scholars from far and wide to
the Spain and due to this effort education get flourished during
Golden Era of Spain.

Allah has clearly tells the mankind that acquire knowledge with your
heart and soul because it leads you towards the right path and restrict
form wrong path and gives success. That's why Muslim Caliphs
always supported the educational activities during Golden Era of
Spain and through their encouraging attitude for the education; Spain
had seen a marvellous Golden Era in history. Thus support of Muslim
Caliphs paved the way to the successful Golden Era in history,
without their support education could not get this level.
The development of scholastic culture in the society was also due to
personal interest of Caliphs and the rulers in learning and the use of
scholarship as assign of luxury by them. The best brains of the time
were accumulated to serve for education. Books of ancient scientific
and philosophical knowledge were collected from everywhere they
found in the world. The Caliph sent their representatives all around
the world to collect these writings at any cost. In some cases very
intensive search had to be made to find a particular work. In order to
make foreign scientific works easily understandable for the people an
extensive translation has been made. In Golden Era of Spain
beautiful buildings has been built, beautiful gardens, hospitals,
bridges, clean roads, development in sciences made people's life
easy, they access good health, education and all basic necessities of
life at their door step.
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