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An Islamic perspective of Faith and Reason
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Abstract:

The intellect occupies a fundamental position in Islam, playing a significant role in fostering
faith in Allah. It enables humans to reflect on the universe, discern its intricate order, and
recognize the signs of divine existence, wisdom, and power. Through reason, individuals are
encouraged to contemplate the revelations in the Qur'an and uncover the truth about their
purpose in life. The Qur'an frequently appeals to human intellect, urging people to ponder
over the natural world, historical events, and moral principles, demonstrating that faith and
reason are harmonious.

However, the intellect has its limits, especially concerning the infinite and transcendent
nature of Allah’s essence and attributes. Matters of the unseen, such as the reality of the
divine being, require guidance from revelation and faith, as these transcend the boundaries of
human reasoning. Faith serves as a bridge between the intellectual recognition of Allah's
signs and a deeper spiritual conviction. Islam promotes a balance between the use of intellect
and submission to divine guidance, ensuring that reasoning leads to humility and not
arrogance. This synergy nurtures a comprehensive understanding of faith, rooted in both
rational inquiry and spiritual enlightenment.

Key Words: Intellectual, Islam, Faith, Reason, Quran, Spiritual conviction,
Humility, Revelation,
Rational inquiry, Spiritual enlightenment.
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-God is a great invention by man
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o“The word 'God' is for me nothing more than the expression and product of human
weaknesses, the Bible a collection of honorable, but still primitive legends which are
nevertheless pretty childish. No interpretation, no matter how subtle, can (for me) change

this.””?




e | do not believe in a personal God and | have never denied this but have expressed it
clearly. If something is in me which can be called religious then it is the unbounded
admiration for the structure of the world so far as our science can reveal it>.
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"God is dead. God remains dead. And we have killed him. How shall we comfort ourselves,
the murderers of all murderers? What was holiest and mightiest of all that the world has yet
owned has bled to death under our knives: who will wipe this blood off us? What water is
there for us to clean ourselves? What festivals of atonement, what sacred games shall we
have to invent? Is not the greatness of this deed too great for us? Must we not ourselves

become gods simply to appear worthy of it?">3
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Freud considered God as a fantasy, based on the infantile need for a dominant father figure,

with religion as a necessity in the development of early civilization to help restrain our
violent impulses that can now be discarded in favor of science and reason.*®
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sigmund_Freud
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