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ISLAMOPHOBIA AND ORGANIZATION
OF ISLAMIC CONFERENCE

Omme Asma *

Abstract:

After 9/11 an irrational or very powerful fear or dislike of Islam and the feeling as
the Muslims are under siege and attacks. Islamophobia is deemed as a human
rights issue because of its implication of fear and intolerance culminating in hate
speech and attitude toward Muslims. The OIC defines the root causes of
Islamophobia and strongly condemn and respond the Western behavior against
Islam and Muslims.

ISLAMOPHOBIA:

Islamophobia is prejudice towards or discrimination against Muslims due to their
religion or perceived religious, national or ethnic identity associated with Islam.

(1)

The term “Islamophobia” was first introduced as a concept ina 1991 Runnymede
Trust Report and defined as “unfounded hostility towards Muslims and therefore
fear or dislike of all or most Muslims.”(2)

The Council of American Islamic Relations provided the detail list many of the
misconceptions commonly held by Islamophobic people.

Islam is unchanging and refuses to adapt to new realities or changing times.
Islam shares no common values with any of the other major religions.
Islam is no longer relevant and their ideals are irrational.

Islam promotes violence. (3)

All over the world Muslims are under siege and attack Islamophobia however,
goes much beyond this and incorporates racial hatred, intolerance, prejudice,
discrimination and stereotyping the phenomenon of Islamophobia in its essence
isareligion based resentment.

The leading cause of Islamophobia is usually misinformation or total lack of
information based on the religion.
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ORGANIZATION OFISLAMIC COOPERATION:

The Organization of Islamic cooperation is second largest International
Organization representing 57 Muslim countries and it is the spokesman for the
1.5 billion Muslims where they highlight their problems & develop cooperation
and coordination.

After 9/11 great change war noticed when the war against international terrorism
began & indirectly Muslim Ummah was targeted under the shadow of war for
peace & Islamophobia.

OIC emphasizes the inter civilization dialogue based on mutual respect &
promoting international peace & security, tolerance & global harmony. In the
38th session of the International Conference of Foreign Minister's request the
Secretary General to prepare an observatory report on Islamophobia & to
effectively counter Islamophobia through discussions & debates at various
International forums.

Ina 2008 first observation report are as follows.
a) Ignorance or insufficient knowledge of Islam in non Muslim society.
b) Insufficient dissemination of information about Muslim countries.
c) Abuse or misuse of freedom of expressions.
d) Incitements by individual groups or organizations with vested interests.
e) Lackofbindinglegal instruments.
f) Confinement of the debate.
g) Exacerbation of anti Muslim sentiments after 9/11.
h) Lack ofpolitical will and commitment.
1) The threat posed by the cheap labors.

In this report noted some western institution recognizing the rise of Islamophobia
and also mention General Secretariat activities.

The OIC has strongly condemned responded to the publication of Blasphemous
Caricature of the Holy Prophet PBUH by a newspaper in Denmark and Sweden,
which inflamed Islamophobia. (4) And the OIC also strongly condemned on the
release movie 'Fitnah the initiative to ban Minarets in Switzerland.

OIC General Secretariat to raise awareness of the issue of Islamophobia by to
meet the political leadership of the western world and also develop interaction in
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the USA think tanks, United Nations, European Union, OSCEC (Organization for
security and cooperation in Europe, and Council of Europe).

OICMEDIASTRATEGY:

Media are the most effective tool and source for the dissemination of information
and shaping of public opinion. OIC decided the Muslim world recognizes the
centrality of this medium for fair and objective portrayal of Muslim issues and
causes as well as the true image of Islam.

OIC Department of Information presents a plan OIC Media Strategy in
Countering Islamophobia in Brussels workshop.

The strategy had short, medium and long term goals an action plan to fight
Islamophobia. The organization's internal decision is a short term strategy.
Medium strategy based on the influence of this plan with NGO's. And the long
term achieves goal policy for member countries.

In this strategy to fight Islamophobia which fulled by misconceptions about Islam
and Muslims, and incites hatred and discrimination against them on religious and
ethnic ground. Make films on Muslims, resolve the negative impact of Muslims;
they decided the visit students and journalist on a yearly basis to resolve the
misconceptions of Muslims.

Establish a printing press in western countries in those languages. To allocate
special budget for Islamic learning in American and European Colleges and
Universities. Islamic history, states and cultural books translate in English,
French, German and Spanish language, then available in western library and
book store.

For this plan Kuwait established Waqf fund for preserving Islamic values. They
established a committee for advertisement with Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, UAE,
Jordan and General Secretariat.

In the 40th session of ICFM endorsed a resolution on the establishment of an OIC
Satellite Channel will contribute towards enhancing Islamic solidarity,
particularly in the domain of culture, trade, industry, tourism, education, etc.
Egypt, Qatar, Jordan and Turkey offered to host the project but particular progress
was not possible.

Besides that OIC held on 12 & 13 September 2013 an International Conference in
Turkey on Islamophobia Law and Media. It was emphasized that Islamophobia is
contrary to the concept of respect of human rights. It is the synonyms of
intolerance and discrimination which itself is extremism. The hate speech and
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also discussed the role in the conference. For this solution urged to use its position
by Media. The Islamic Broadcasting Organization and News Agency was bound
to make it possible to promote our objectives in the member states, but their
achievement of Mission and Goals barrier a media policy of member states.
Electronic media of all member countries are developed, but biased reporting
may not be possible against international cooperation of the Islamic world. Even
the organizational report has failed to place the issue of member countries' media.
In these circumstances, how can be expected that could be present at the
effectively in international level.

OICSTRATEGY FORINTERNATIONALLAW:

Secretary General of OIC presents the 6th observatory report on Islamophobia in
ICFM. The OIC strategy based on

1. Combating this phenomenon comprehensively and collectively in
coordination and cooperation with the Member States, the International
Community and the UN Human rights mechanism by raising global
awareness of the basis tenets of moderation and modernization.

ii. Initiating vigorous diplomatic efforts to sensitize the International
community on the dangerous implications of the phenomenon of
Islamophobia in the religion as well as the global context.

iii. Conducting public diplomacy awareness raising with a view to
neutralizing the motivated and systematic campaign against Islam and
Muslims by extremists in Western Societies in particular, and

iv. Monitoring Islamophobic acts, events, publications and utterances on a
daily basis with a view to removing misperceptions issuing rejoinders and
rebuttals and calling on the government and other authorities concerned to
take appropriate remedial measures. (5)

The OIC were effort for approved international law in UNO. In order to prevent
conflicts of promotion, religious affairs and values. The organization faced truce
opposition from the west. There reaction was very stunned.

The OIC sponsored UN resolution on religious defamation instead provides
justification for government to restrict religious freedom and free expression.
They also provide International legitimacy of existing national laws that punish
Blasphemy or otherwise ban criticism of a religion, which often have resulted in
gross human rights violations. These resolutions deviate sharply from Universal
human fights standards by seeking to protect religious institutions and
interpretations. (6)
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On March 21, 2011 UN Council of Human rights passed the resolution 16/18.
They concern OIC's Islamophobia issue, the resolution based on intolerance,
discrimination and incitement to violence against religion or beliefs.

After resolution approval Western Countries exposed and they criticize the OIC's
efforts.

Its present goal is the International criminalization of all speech that defamed
Islam, which the OIC defines as anything that sheds a negative light on Islam or
Muslims, even when it's true. Its target is the West and one of its tactics to accuse
those who criticize Islam or its various interpretations as “Islamophobic™ it is
attempting to pass the equivalent of Islamic Blasphemy codes in the west, using
accusations of bigotry to silence anyone who speaks the truth about Islamic
terrorism or Islamic persecution of religions minorities. They also say that the
OIC's claims that it seeks to protect all religion and religious symbols from
defamation are patently false and are contrary to the actions of the OIC countries
which discriminate against in Fidel's. In Saudi Arabia, Jews are denied
citizenship, In Iran, Baha'is are denied equal employment opportunities, In
Pakistan, Ahmadiyya Muslims are jailed for openly practicing their faith and
there's a genocide against Coptic Christians in Egypt. Many OIC countries also
prohibit the building or repair of churches and synagogues as well as public
worship by minority religions. (7)

The west, in the guise of freedom of expression, providing justification for
criticizing Islam while the law of Israel state of stoning crime such as... Idolatry,
Blasphemy. (8) Even they didn't allow to raise questions about the Holocaust. Is it
a Jewish propaganda or really Hitler being massacred 60 Lac Jewish?

Also in India the constitutionally secular state, but follow the divine law of
extreme punishment to discredit the god.(9) It caused several incidents of killing
the Muslims by Hindus extremists in Utter Pradesh, Malipur, New Delhi,
Hamachal Pardesh, Kashmir, Ahmed Abad and Dehli for eating cow and doing
its business.

In this context the criticism of Islam and an approved resolution in UNO
presented by OIC is unjustified.
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